Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Year 
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SPRING CALENDAR 


March 2nd - Cleanup of downtown sites 
** March 3rd ** - Winter Meeting 
March 13 ="Aprad a4 - “Four SUWEfolk ‘Portrait ‘Artist “Exhrbie 


April 25 - Historic Garden Week Suffolk Tour 
Lunen at“ KRiadick"s "Folly 


May 12 - 18 - Preservation Week - (Celebrated in Suffolk - 
Weekend of the i8th) 
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The Winter Business Meeting of the Suffolk Nansemond Historical 
Society will be held on Sunday, March 3rd at 12:30 P.M. at the Luke House 
Restaurant. We will enjoy lunch and (what is expected to be) a rather 
brief business meeting. After lunch we look forward to learning a little 
more about the buiidings in that biock of North Main Street. Hr Koberc 
Gillette and our President will tell us about the old Norfolk Welder’s 
building and the Prentis House. We will be allowed to visit both locations. 


Lunch on the 3rd will be ordered from the menu with prices ranging 
from about $4.75 to $11.75 (all inclusive). Please make a reServation if 
you can by calling 934-1390 (day) or 539-3055 (ivaner 


~ 


< 


Volunteers are needed to clean up the grounds of the above mentioned 
locations before visitation. Come to Norfolk Welder's on Saturday March 
2nd at 10:00 A.M. if you can help. Bring any equipment you Can = —feees 
brooms, trash barrels, etc. 


On March 13th an exhibit entitled “Four Suffolk Portrait Artises see 
open at the Suffolk Museum. The four artists whose works will be featured 
are Frances Everett, John Perts, Mary Perts, and Gertrude Pruden, all of 
whom lived and worked in Suffolk earlier in this century. 


While Miss Everett and Mrs. Pruden were Suffolk natives best known, we 
believe, for their work in oils, Mr. and Mrs. Perts were Russian born and 
were best known for caricatures and pastel portraits, respectively. 


Should you have a portrait by one of these artists that you would be 


Willing to lend, please call Janet Kitchen at the Suffolk Museum. 
What a good exhibit that should be! 
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Please come to see it. 





Through history we find mention of portrait artists in Suffolk. 
Oliver Copeland (1816 - ¢c.1877) was a Suffolk native who produced a number 
of likenesses of Snffolkians in the mid nineteenth century. (One 
particular favorite of this writer's was displayed at Riddick's Folly as 


part of our Eos eecour. 


It was a charming depiction of Anna Mary and Mills 


Riddick, children of Mrs. Nathaniel Riddick. According to Fillmore 
Norfleet's Suffolk in Virginia c.1795-1840, the fee was twelve dollars per 


subject. What a bargain.) 


Earlier still in our history was Felix Sharples, a portrait pastelist 
in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The following tells 
the story of Mr. Sharples better than a modern writer's words could ever 


hope to. 


Suffolk, Va. 
July 25, 1893 


In 1796 two portraits of Washington and one of 
Mrs. Washington were painted from life by James 
[Felix] Sharpless and taken soon afterwards, to 
England. Within recent _vears, it is said, they were 
brought back to this country for sale, but the 
purchaser, if they were ever sold, and their present 
location I have not been able to ascertain. Reference 
from time to time has been made to various portraits 
of both Washington and Mrs. Washington and their value 
as good likenesses and works of art, highly estimated, 
but of these by Sharpless but little has been said or 
written so far as my information goes. Believing fron 
what I have been able to learn of the painter that his 
talents were of a high order I draw the conclusion 
that these portraits must have been good likenesses as 
well as excellent works of art. It will be observed 
that they were painted from life not more than three 
or four years before Washington's death. They were, 
therefore, among the latest of the pictures made of 
him and Mrs. Washington during his life-time and, on 
that account, if no other, should be credited with 
peculiar value. I am sure more minute information and 
description of them than I am able to give would prove 
highly interesting, especially if such information 
should reveal their present ownership and show that 
they are accessible to the public. If in the search 
for articles that pertain to Washington, or the times 
in which he lived, for the decoration of the Virginia 
Building at the World's Fair, these portraits could 
have been secured I conceive that they would have 


constituted most appropriate and interesting 
attractions not only to Virginians but to all other 
persons at the Fair. 

Sharpless was born in England in 1751 and, 
being of a Roman Catholic family, was educated in 
France for the priesthood. He studied art in London, 
married and sailed for America in 1794 with his wife 
and three children but was taken by the French, 
carried into Brest and imprisoned several months. On 
his liberation he again embarked and reached New York 
in safety. He at once began a tour of the United 
States and, travelling in a four-wheeled carriage with 
one horse, visited the principal cities and towns of 
the Country to paint the portraits of notable persons. 
It was during this tour that the portraits of 
Washington and Mrs. Washington were painted. It was 
also during the same tour that the artist visited 
Suffolk and made pictures in pastel of a number of the 
prominent citizens of the place. These pictures are 
still preserved by the descendants of the originals 
and adorn the walls of their residences in Suffolk. 
Notable among these pictures are those of my om 
grand-parents on my mother's side, the late Arthur 
Smith and Susan, his wife. While sojourning in 
Suffolk the artist gave a pastel of himself to Mr. 
Smith who hung it between the pictures of himself and 
his wife over his parlor door where with the latter it 
remained undisturbed more than eighty years down to 
February 1888. These three pictures are yet in our 
family and I venture to say, as works of art, for soft 
velvit-like appearance and for beauty are not to be 
surpassed by any works of a like kind since the days 
of Sharpless. The other pastels of the same date in 





Suffolk have the same charming characteristics. 

Though he worked some in oil, most of the 
pictures made by Sharpless during his tour were 
executed in pastels. I was in Philadelphia in 
February 1889 and visited Independence Hall where a 
large number of these pastels are preserved, being 
chiefly if not entirely, likenesses of notable men of 
the latter part of the elghteenth and the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. In my conversation with the 
lady in charge of the room where the pictures were, I 
remarked that my sister possessed a pastel of 
Sharpless, made either by himself or his wife (for she 
was also an artist), about the time the pictures under 
her care were made. She listened attentively for a 
moment and then said with a half-doubting, half- 
quizical expression on her face, "Sir, if you have 
such a picture, it is the only one know to be in 
existence." 

Sharpless returned to New York 1n 1809 and died 
there 26 Feby. 1811. 

What an interesting and valuable collection of 
old portraits of notable persons might be collected in 
almost all the cities and towns in Virginia, if proper 
effort were made in that direction! Such portraits 
are to be found here and there stored away in same 
nook or corner; and who says that their owners could 
not be induced to part with then if each municipality 
walla proviGe a Suitable porirait-gallery for their 
preservation. 


MIRS. ARTHUR SMITH 
nee Susan Richardson, }7$1-1845 
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These are portraits of the kind mentioned scattered 
about Suffolk and their disappearance from sight and 
memory 1S only a question of time, if no effort be 
made to preserve them in some public gallery, or 
elsewhere, after those to whon, by reason of family 
ties or relationship, they are now dear, shall have 
passed away. I remember well an excellent portrait 
in o11 of large size of LaFayette painted about the 
time of his visit to Suffolk during his memorable tour 
of this Country in 1824-25. It hung at first against 
the walls in the Courthouse in Suffolk, but was 
finally removed to the old cannon-house that stood in 
the Southeast corner of the Clerk's office yard 
fronting on First Street where amidst dirt and subject 
to the kicks of every one who chose to enter, it 
remained a long time, finally disappearing about the 
time of the beginning of the late war. This portrait 
was painted, as I have always understood, upon the 
order of Nansemond County, in commemoration of 
LaFayette's visit to Suffolk and was a fine specimen 
of art, but no one seemed to care for it and, as a 
consequence, 1t 1s lost forever. If it were now in 
existence it would doubtless occupy a conspicuous 
place in our City Hall and be guarded with great 
fidelity. It is to be hoped that the fate of this 
portrait is not to be the fate of so many that are 
valuable and dear, no less to the public than to their 
present owners. 
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ARTHUR SMITH 
(1779-1849), c 1813 


FELIX THOMAS SHARPLES 
(1786“in the 1830's”), c. 1813. 
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This could be your last newsletter. If you have not 
paid your 1991 dues, this will be your last newsletter. Dues 


are $10.00 for an individual and $15.00 for a family. Anh 
asterisk* on the mailing label indicates that we have not received 
your check. If we have crossed in the mail, please overlook our 
reminder. “ae 





Welcome, new members: 
Miss Alice Babb 
Mrs. Terry Crumpler 
Me. and Mrs. Philip Dailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hazelwood 
Peerana Mes. CS Re Johnson, III 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Manno 
Pe and Mess A. oP. McLean 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Parker 
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Wilson 


We could not resist sharing 
this with you. {ileus ‘trom 
Fillmore Norfleet's Suffolk 
in Virginia. That wonderful 
book can be purchased at the 
Riddick's Folly Gift Shop. 





ARTHUR RICHARDSON SMITH 
EADS) 
1805-1865) 
Sen of Arthur and Susan (Richardson) 
Smuth. c. ]s33 


